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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 8th of January 2019 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Chairman 

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Jill Tavener  (JT) : Warboys Speedwatch 

Margaret King  (MK) : St. Ives TC 

Dave McCandless (DM) : Community Roadwatch 

Peter Smith  (PS) : Co-opted member 

Margaret Lumb  (ML) : Chairman 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 
Apologies had been received from Noel Baker, Eda McPherson and Andy Bush 

. 

2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of the meeting held on 13th November 2018 
 

Proposed CS: Seconded ML:  All in favour. 
 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

RSC Bank Account Signatories: 

 

CS said that account name and number have finally been identified at the bank. The signatory changes 
can now be processed.  

 

Willow Hall Farm: 

 

This was on the agenda for the CCC planning meeting on January 24th but has now been deferred until 
February. The agricultural needs case for the reservoir has been  seriously contested by CCC consultants 
RAC. 
ML said the issue had been raised with MP Shailesh Vara at the meeting in Earith on December 21st. He 
was very supportive. 



 
Guided Busway Speeds: 
 
OM read out the email below from Sean Harrison-Fuller, the Guided Busway Team Leader, concerning 
speed monitoring on the Guided Busway. CCC claim that they are using the new speed camera to monitor 
speeds at random spots and the operators are hidden from view.  

 
Good afternoon, 
 
The use of the speed indicators devices and data logging at selected locations has had the desired effect  
of keeping vehicle speeds to the desired level since their introduction last April. This is reduced the need  
for concentrated speed monitoring exercises using the mobile camera, and this is now used from time to  
time to sample bus speeds at various locations along the length of the route.  
Our experience shows that, in common with speed monitoring exercises carried out by other agencies  
on the public highway, prolonged use of the mobile camera for any significant length of time tended to  
have a local effect on driver behaviour, once the word got round that speed was being monitored at a  
given location. While compliance with speed limits was generally observed, there was a marked  
tendency in some drivers to slow down to an excessive degree. In response to this, when speed  
monitoring is carried out the mobile camera is deployed at a given location only for around ten to  
fifteen minutes to record bus movements, before being relocated to another position elsewhere on the  
route to be deployed again in the same manner. 
Whilst the camera itself is straightforward enough to operate once deployed, a degree of setup is  
required beforehand to define the parameters of the camera function, as there are a number of options  
available. For example, there are a number of lighting modes available (the camera is capable of use at  
night), the range of detection can be set within a certain distance or ‘gate’ and the camera can be set to  
record automatically at the defined trigger speed. This last function is particularly useful as it allows the  
operator to remain out of view of approaching buses while allowing the camera to do its work. In  
addition to actual use in the field, periodic calibration and range testing are carried out from time to  
time to ensure the camera remains compliant and creditable in terms of evidence when in active use. 
 
Regards,  
Shaun Harrison-Fuller,   
Park & Ride / Guided Busway Team Leader 
 
The consensus of the meeting was that the measures taken by CCC seem to be working and that speeds 
have reduced.  No need to pursue this further. 
 

4. Correspondence 
 

None 
 

5. Wheatsheaf Crossroads Progress 
 
OM said that county councilor Lorna Dupre had confirmed that the Woodhurst speed camera was on the 
list of cameras to be digitalized in 2019. This means the camrea will be operational again. 
 
ML had spoken to Envar and in their opinion a staggered junction would not work as it would be too close 
to their entrance. A site meeting is being planned although they have a problem with a fire at the moment. 
Another suggestion was that a light at the existing junction might help. Envar are also prepared to fund any 
new signage that is needed. We could also approach the mayor to get his support. 
 
CS: What about a mirror? 
JC: Highways won’t support mirrors. Also any new signs should say ‘Stop’  
 
OM had asked Steve Criswell why previous attempts to reduce the speed limit had not been successful. 
The response was that the police thought 60mph was appropriate for the whole road and that road safety 



assessments did not predict any safety improvement.  Any new limit would need to be at least half a mile 
long to be effective.  
 
MK thought that something else was needed other than a speed limit change to slow people down.  
CS suggested rumble strips. 
MK thought that might work but it would have to be done on all 4 roads approaching the junction. 
 
OM said he would add ‘Lights’ as a new item in the options table which is appended to the minutes. The 
installation of lights, better signage and an operational speed camera might improve the situation in some 
respects but would not on their own decrease speeds on the B1040. 
 
DM asked if there was any speed data from the junction. 
 
OM produced some data from the speed camera which dated from the years 2002 – 2012. The camera 
seems not to have been operational after this date. 
 

Speed Data 
Month Year Average 85

th
 Percentile 

October  2002 52.73 61.38 
December  2004 43.21 52.21 
April  2005 45.42 56.25 
September  2005 42.96 52.63 
April 2006 44.22 54.00 
June 2006 46.53 58.92 
August 2007 47.82 58.71 
May  2009 44.85 56.18 
December  2010 43.58 52.20 
May 2011 45.33 55.74 
March 2012 45.09 54.67 

 
Action: DM said that Roadwatch would do a speed survey at this location.  

 

6. Cambridgeshire Accident Statistics 
 
OM presented the latest road accident statistics from the county council compiled up to May 2018. 
 

KSI casualties in Cambridgeshire 

      

Month 

2015 2016 2017 2018 

Fatal Serious Fatal Serious Fatal Serious Fatal Serious 

January 4 13 2 17 6 28 1 20 

February 2 14 3 17 4 30 1 9 

March 4 12 5 12 3 28 0 19 

April 1 23 4 18 1 21 1 27 

May 2 30 0 20 4 33 0 15 

June 1 21 3 34 3 43     

July 3 18 1 25 3 28     

August 1 17 4 34 3 18     

September 4 21 3 43 1 22     

October 5 29 1 28 3 24     

November 1 29 3 30 6 26     

December 2 29 4 37 4 36     
NB:  Figures for 2018 are provisional 



 
The numbers show a very welcome decrease in the number of fatalities during the first 5 months of 2018. 
The number of deaths was 3 in comparison with an average of 34 for the same period in the preceding 
three years. However, this decrease is not reflected in the number of seriously injured where there were 90 
recorded casualties in comparison with an average figure of 105 for the three years previous. This also 
shows a slight decrease but not on the scale of the fall in fatalities. It is likely therefore that this is a 
statistical anomaly.  
The target set by CCC and Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Road safety Partnership is to reduce KSI 
annual casualties to 246 per annum by 2020. 

 
7. Sawtry Way Speed Limit 
 

The LHI case for the TRO was presented by CRW to the County Council Panel in Dec 2018 but without the 

advantage afforded other bids of having the published pre-presentation County Highways consultation to 

obtain costings and to discuss viability/variations.  The implications of the latter omission are being 

considered. DM had written to Matt McGuire on the matter.  

Under the Localism act local authorities can set their own speed limits but the police won’t enforce them. 

An example of this was the 20 mph limit on Parkhall Road in Somersham. 

The decision on the Sawtry Way bid will be made in March. 

8. Watching Items 
 

Item 6: Low Road/Harrison Way 
 
The redevelopment of the Vindis site has been removed from the local plan. CS thought that we could now 
push for the roundabout to be enlarged. 

 
Item 31: Hill Rise 
 
CS will look at the situation. There is still a lot of light jumping and accelerating to beat the lights. The golf 
course development will make things worse. 
MK said that the traffic lights are out of synch. 

 
Action: OM to contact the new head of the Ivo school to see if they have any concerns. 
 
Item 49: Morrison’s Store: 
 
OM said that he had contacted the Morrison’s store manager and asked for his view on the problem of 
people turning right out of store on to the A1123. In response he sent a photo which, he said, clearly 
showed that people were supposed to turn left. 



 
 
CS had checked the location and there was no CCTV surveillance of the junction. 
DM added that there was nothing in place that constituted a legal requirement to turn left just a 
recommendation that they should. 
 
Action: OM to write to Highways to ask for a ‘No-right turn’ sign. 
 
Item 50: Vegetation Cutting 

DM  said that many pavements are blocked or seriously reduced in width by grass overgrowth like that 

along Sawtry Way between the A1123 and Wyton Camp.  The pavement in places is just 30 inches wide 

and too narrow for parents to walk alongside their children without forcing the parent to walk on the kerb or 

the child to walk in the (often wet) grass. 

Item 51: Needingworth – Meadow Lane Junction 
 
CS will do a survey here on a Saturday. 
 
Item 52: Sawtry way Speed Limit Reduction.   



DM said that according to an extensive poll, the vast majority of the residents of the estates and businesses 

of Sawtry Way, believe that the speed limits along this stretch are far too high for safety and permit 

unacceptable levels of speeding, noise and vibration to be lawfully created.  A pedestrian death in June 17 

in the 50 zone – reportedly not caused by speeding - caused Wyton On The Hill (WOTH) PC to set up a 

joint committee with Houghton & Wyton PC and Community Roadwatch (CRW) to get a 40 mph TRO in 

place along its length especially as it will become the slow funeral route when the new crematorium is built.    

Subsequently, in June 18, WOTH PC whilst continuing to support the TRO in principle,  found itself unable 

to participate further whilst Houghton & Wyton PC refused to support CRW taking the initiative forward – 

even in principle - without WOTH PC being actively involved.   

9. Reports from members 
 

NB: (by email)   For the information of the Committee I have recently been informed that the building of the 
two bus lay-bys on the A.1123 at Houghton will start in January 19.  This was information from the PC and 
the dates are from the Contractors.   All the money has been raised by the PC mainly from a loan. 
The locations are (Eastbound) outside the Cemetery and (Westbound) to include part of the lay-by.   There 
will be bollards in the centre of the road to assist pedestrians! 
 
ML:  Had encountered someone driving on the cycle path near Bluntisham in order to walk his dog. This 
was apparently a routine activity. 
 
PS:  The cycle path along Houghton Road in St. Ives has been extended further between the Toyota 
garage and St. Audrey’s Close.  
 
JN, Earith PC:  Traffic lights are currently in operation in Earith High Street. Also neither the fixed Speed 
Indicating Device near Minaar’s nor the moveable ‘smiley face’  SID are working. (DM said that the SID 
outside Thorndown school is not working either. This is partly due to incorrect operating practices). 
 
JC:  For almost 20 years the St. Ives Road Safety Committee campaigned for a school bus to take children 
from Wyton to the Ivo. It is good to see that the bus is now running and is full every morning. 
 
CS, Fenstanton PC: There are still parking problems in Fenstanton with people parking on double yellow 
lines. But the problem with HGVs parking on the slip road is not as serious as it was. 
 
DM, Community Road Watch: CRW speeding statistics are all on the website. Over 127,000 vehicles 
have been speed checked. 
There is some evidence that more vehicles are obeying limits. Some of this is down to technology whereby 
HGVs have data logging so that  speed and location can be constantly recorded. Many  young drivers also 
have equipment that monitors their driving behavior. There is evidence too that where new speed limits are 
imposed,  people will obey them.  Companies will generally respond positively when they receive a letter or 
email concerning poor driving by their employees. 
CRW has been asked to help with monitoring in Cambridge City. 
(JC added that her grandson can’t exceed the speed limit without incurring financial penalties from his 
insurance company).  
 

10.  Items for Further Consideration 
 
None 
 

11. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 
Tuesday  March 12th 2019 
Tuesday  May 14th 2019 
Tuesday   July 9th 2019 



Wheatsheaf Junction Options 
 
 

 Speed 

Reduction 

Reduces 

driver 

uncertainty 

Traffic Flow Affordability Comments 

Roundabout Yes Yes Some reduction £500,000+  

Traffic Lights Yes Yes Significant 

reduction 

£300,000  

Offset Junction No Yes No change Unknown Site inspection suggests this 

would not really work 

Speed Limit 

Reduction 

Yes No Possible 

reduction 

<£10000 Looked at 18 months ago 

according to SC. Police 

opposed to any reduction. 

Operational 

Digital Speed 

Camera 125m 

from junction 

Slight No No Change Paid for by CCC 

£500k for new cameras 

next year 

This has now been confirmed 

by CCC for implementation in 

2019 

SIDs Slight No No Change £3500 each  

Better Signage No Yes No change £1000 approximately  

Junction Lights No Yes No change TBA  


